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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   

2020!!!		The	year	started	out	pre1y	normal.		We	had	our	monthly	mee7ngs,	started	planning	events	for	the	upcoming	year…It	looked	like	a	
great	year	ahead!!!	

Then	came	March…Covid	19	reared	its	ugly	head	and	put	everything	we	had	planned	on	hold	and	then	forcing	the	club	to	cancel	most	
events.		It	was	a	frustra7ng	7me	for	me	as	President	but	I	was	determined	to	bring	some	normalcy	to	our	club.		June	brought	our	first	tour	of	
the	year.		We	prac7ced	our	social	distancing	and	it	was	a	success.		July	brought	our	first	“outdoor”	mee7ng	and	our	second	tour.	Both	with	
social	distancing	and	they	were	successful.		I	was	star7ng	to	feel	confident	that	we	had	come	up	with	a	way	to	move	forward	with	our	club	
ac7vi7es.		An	August	mee7ng	was	successful	and	I	was	looking	forward	to	our	next	tour.		

Then	the	lightning	strikes	and	the	fires	that	devastated	our	community	forced	me	to	cancel	our	August	tour.	What	a	roller	coaster	year!!!!	

I’m	a	“glass	half	full”	person	and	I	think	most	of	our	club	members	are	too.		I	plan	to	push	forward	with	as	much	normalcy	as	possible	during	
these	trying	7mes.	

Steve	&	Debbie	Cavalli	will	be	hos7ng	our	Sept.	3rd,	Thursday	mee7ng	at	their	home.		Our	August	tour	has	now	been	moved	to	September	
12th	and	we	are	moving	forward	with	planning	more	ac7vi7es	for	October	and	the	rest	of	the	year.	

Mike Chirhart 

CHAPTER INFORMATION 

The Pedal Pusher is a monthly publication of 
Redwood Empire Model T Club (REMTC) 

P.O. Box 1058, Forestville, CA 95436 

The Dues are $30 a year for an individual 
or for a couple. 

Students - no fee - includes only the 
emailed REMTC newsletter. 

Charter members at age 85 - Honorary 

The club holds a general meeting on the 
first Thursday of the month at the 

Round Table Pizza Restaurant’s meeting room  
on Marlow Rd., in Santa Rosa. 

Members and guests are welcome to attend. 
REMTC Website 
www.remtc.org 

NATIONAL AFFILIATION 
REMTC is an official non-profit chapter of the 

Model T Ford Club of America (MTFCA),  
P.O. Box 996 Richmond, IN 47375-0996 

Ph:(765) 373-3106.  Email admin@mtfca.com 
Website:  http://www.mtfca.com 

National dues are $40 per year which includes 
the Vintage Ford magazine subscription. 
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       August 6, 2020 
 GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

President:  Vice President Steve Vining called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. 

Attendance:  There were 3 board members and 1 chairperson present plus 11 other members on Steve and Cindy  
  Vining’s beautifully finished patio. 

Secretary’s Report:  Jean Chirhart read the minutes from last month and they were approved by Diana Shimkowski  
  and Andy Clary. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve Vining read Cindy’s report.  After paying refunds for the anniversary dinner, tours etc., we  
  still have money in the account. 

Tour Report:  Larry Summerfield was not present but Jean Chirhart said she, Mike ,and Dick Winterhalder were putting 
  together a tour for Aug. 22 to Calistoga. 

Special Events:  Steve Vining has not heard from Montgomery Village as to whether the show is still a go. 

Sunshine Report:  Andy Cleary said his father is in the hospital and would be going home in the next few days under  
  Hospice care.  We wish all the best to him. 

Librarian Report:  A note was sent in by Patty Girman to let us know the library is in good shape but no activity. 

Webmaster Report:  Steve Vining let us know the Chirhart speedster picture is up, plus pictures from Steve Chase’s tour.   
  It was decided to leave the pictures of  the cars burnt in the big fire on the site as it could be the only one   
  around.  For those with a slower speed computer access, Steve will be downsizing the pictures so it doesn’t take  
  so long to download the website. 

Editor’s Report:  No report. 

Membership Report:  Ted Shimkowski said Fred Joosse had called, and Bill Kaufman, a neighbor, who has never  
  driven a T just bought a 1918 roadster pickup and most likely will be joining the club. 

Historian Report:  No report. 

Old Business:  Looks like we will be continuing our meetings outside and the next meeting will be at Steve Cavalli’s  
  backyard. 

New Business:  Steve Cavalli has a set of  5 Automotive Engineering 1909-1935 books that may be put in the raffle  
  once we can do that again.  Chris Rich saw a fantastic (tongue-in-cheek) trouble truck for the club!    
  However, it was a hauling truck. 

Model T Moments:  Steve Cavalli said there is a 1922 model T pickup in Boonville, sitting outside covered by an already 
  shredded tarp.  Plus, his car is finished at Pete’s but when Pete went to test it, the battery was dead!   

Cyrus Estes has been test fitting all his parts, cleaning the frame, and everything looks good but he needs an 
engine and a rear axle.  He was told to contact Pete and Andy. 

Steve Vining said, Steve DePaoli’s “T Gas Station” (which is full size) is just about done.  Looks beautiful! 

Dessert provided by:  There was none because we wanted to be safe. 

  Respectfully submitted by  Jean Chirhart, REMTC Secretary 

Redwood Empire Model T Club 
held outside 

at Vinings’s home, Sebastopol, CA 



MEETING DESSERTS  
for 2020 

Please bring dessert for 40 people, 
and if needed, bring paper plates and plastic forks. 

If you can’t make the meeting you have 
 signed-up for, please call a substitute. 

JANUARY 2nd - Jeannine Clary 
FEBRUARY 6th - Fran Faraudo 

MARCH 5th - Dianna Shimkowski 
APRIL 2nd - Meeting was cancelled 
MAY 7th - Meeting was cancelled 
JUNE 4th - Meeting was cancelled 

JULY 2nd - Bring your own 
AUGUST 6th - Bring your own 

SEPTEMBER 3rd - Bring your own 
OCTOBER 1st - Robin Summerfield 

NOVEMBER 5th - Fran Faraudo 
DECEMBER 3rd - Donna Jones 

D

 

September - 2020 

Max & Laura Meyer - 5th 

Steve & Cece DePaoli - 6th 

Bob & Linda Salomon - 19th 

Brent & Carolyn Randolph - 22nd 

Jack Mulkey & Gail Sharpsteen - 24th 

David & Sherry Haase - 25th

Anniversaries

SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

Janet Hoehn 

John Kelly 

Joyce Toms 

Chris Burkhardt 

Earl Holtz 

Donna Jones 

Joan Henderson 

Robert Taylor 

Debbie Cavalli 

“You can do anything if you have 
enthusiasm.”     Henry Ford



FOR SALE 

I have my father’s 
1915 Model T “Runabout”  

ready for sale. 
Runs great 

 and  
it has a new battery. 

No reasonable offer refused 

Contact Ron Welsh 

Dad	passed	away	August	8th,	2020	10	days	aVer	
his	94th	birthday.	

He	was	a	Charter	Member	of	REMTC	and	
enjoyed	his	near	30	years	of	club	touring	and	
interac7on	with	members.	

I	want	to	thank	everyone	for	the	cards	and	le1ers	
remembering	dad.	

There	will	be	a	memorial	tour,	but	probably	not	
un7l	next	year.		

Submi&ed	by	Andy	Clary	

Upcoming . . . 

September 3, 2020  
Monthly Meeting 

Loca/on:  
	

	 Santa	Rosa	
	 go	straight	to	the	backyard	

Time: 

	 7:00PM	on	September	3,	2020	

Parking:  
driveway	and	on	street	

Descrip/on:  

	 3	houses	behind		
	 St.	Luke's	Church	which	is	on		 	
	 the	corner	of		
	 Denton	and	Mendocino	Avenue.	
	 Our	house	is	easily	recognized		 	
	 by	the	huge	red	bougainvillea		 	
	 covering	the	carport!	

Hosts:			
	 Steve	and	Debbie	Cavalli

In Memoriam
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by Steve Cavalli 
Debbie and I were coming back from Mendocino a few weeks ago and we stopped in Boonville for lunch.  We found 
ourselves striking up a conversation with an elderly couple that were born and raised in Boonville 81 years ago!  I couldn't 
help but ask the gentleman if he knew of any antique cars stored anywhere.  He replied that he had a little Model T pickup 
sitting out in his back lot covered with a tarp. 

I asked if I could see it, and Debbie and I followed him to his ranch just a mile from town.  He was a little elusive as to who 
actually owned the car.  At one point he said he did, but then countered that a cousin or nephew actually owned it and dumped 
it there several years ago.  The "tarp" with which it was covered was nothing more than a torn rag, and the poor thing looked 
like it has been out in the weather for at least the last 5 years. 

He said it ran when parked there, and that this nephew used to drive it in the occasional Boonville parade.  He thought this 
relative would be willing to sell it, as no one was doing anything with it. 

I took a few pictures and stepped over the bushes to get a closer look at it when the guardians of the car (a nest of yellow 
jackets) came after me and stung me on the back of the neck!  Debbie thought she saw them coming from the headlight, but 
they were more likely in the engine compartment and exited through the hood louvers! 

The gentleman's name is Robert Pardini, and his number is 707-489-1444 if anyone wants to pursue this cute little truck.  I 
called him once and asked him if he had ever contacted the relative that owned it as to the price he might want.  He said he 
hadn't, but he would call me when he did.  I have not heard back from him. 

If I had the time and the space, this would be a fun restoration project, and would be adorable, but I have neither.  Good 
hunting to any of you who might be interested!

A-FORD-ABLE 

SALE



Calistoga Tour 

The Calistoga tour is set for September 12, 2020.
Meet at our usual place at Coddingtown Mall.

social distancing and face masks.
Again no coffee or donuts

The tour is scheduled to leave at 10:00 AM.
This is a nice run, about 60+  miles total

on some roads that some of you have not been on in quite a while.
We should arrive in Calistoga around 11:30-ish. 

We will be parking behind the main street buildings 
in a large parking lot with shade in various areas. 

There is also a clean public restroom. 

We have access from the lot to main street. 
There are a lot of shops to look at, a farmers market close by 

plus several restaurants that offer outdoor seating.  
You can also brown bag it and eat in the parking lot under some shade

We'll leave between 12:30 and 1:00 and take a leisurely drive 
through some pretty shaded roads and vineyards on our way back to Santa Rosa. 

You should all be back to your homes by 2:30-ish.

We would like a trouble truck.  If any of you are interested please contact 
Larry & Robin Summerfield and let them know.

Who will be planning a tour for October and November?
Find another couple or couples and work together to plan one.

We did and had a lot of fun planning it plus getting to know each other better. 
Remember to contact

Larry & Robbin Summerfield so that they can pencil you in.

See you next Saturday the 12th of September.

Hosts:  Mike & Jean Chirhart
And 

Dick & AnneMarie Winterhalder
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